Department Description:

The Philip T. and Susan M. Ragon Institute was officially established in February 2009 at MGH, MIT and Harvard with a dual mission: to contribute to the accelerated discovery of an HIV/AIDS vaccine and subsequently to establish itself as a world leader in the collaborative study of immunology. The Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and Harvard is an internationally renowned cutting-edge research group that houses nearly a dozen independent laboratories, from multidisciplinary backgrounds, all aimed at understanding the underlying immunological and virologic events associated with HIV disease progression. The available position would afford the technician the opportunity to perform high-quality research with some of the brightest minds in the field of HIV immunology and virology. This position is ideal for a graduating senior who is interested in pursuing a career in medicine or research. 

The Ragon Institute seeks a TECHNICIAN in the laboratory of Dr. Hendrik Streeck (www.streecklab.org). With over 33 million infected persons worldwide and 2.1 million AIDS deaths each year, the HIV-1/AIDS pandemic is one of the most devastating diseases in recent history. While highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART) has been successfully developed, limited access and high costs will likely preclude them from slowing the epidemic. An effective HIV-1 vaccine is therefore urgently needed. HIV-1 preferentially infects CD4+ T helper cells, which play a crucial role in the orchestration of the immune system. The main function of CD4+ T helper cells is to direct and focus immune responses to maximize anti-pathogenic processes, while suppressing non-essential immune responses. The technician will apply a number of different experimental procedures to characterize and define the role of CD4+ T helper cells and their role for the induction and maintenance of effective immune responses during acute and chronic HIV-1 infection and identify inhibitory signals as a result of direct viral infection of CD4+ T helper cells. Furthermore, the technician will be asked to test new approaches, design independent experiments, address technical problems, present results to the group, design of follow-up experiments, consult scientific literature, and maintain well-documented lab records.

We are interested in hiring an enthusiastic individual with a sound understanding of cell biology and a strong interest in immunology, particularly HIV.  The candidate must have exceptional organizational skills, possess the ability to work within a team atmosphere, and be a self-starter. As the Ragon Institute is a fast-paced environment, one should possess the ability to multi-task and the eagerness to learn and grow as part of a team.  This is a chance to gain knowledge and experience in cutting-edge research; hence, two-year commitment is required.

The technician will be involved in: 
- processing patient blood samples 
- cell culture 
- flow cyotmetry 
- ELISAs 
- PCR 
- fluorescent microscopy 
Requirements 
- Some laboratory experience preferred 
- Excellent organizational skills and attention to detail 
- Excellent documentation skills 
- Ability to perform as a team member   
- Must have good interpersonal skills 
- Computer experience in common Microsoft applications is required 
- Applicants with undergraduate work in biology who have some laboratory experience in cell culture are encouraged to apply 
- Minimum 2 year commitment

How to apply:

Hendrik Streeck MD, PhD

Assistant Professor

Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and Harvard

Massachusetts General Hospital
Harvard Medical School


hstreeck@partners.org

