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Job Description



JOB OPPORTUNITY
Job Title: 
Research Tissue Technologist at the Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and Harvard

Organization:  Massachusetts General Hospital
Department: Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and Harvard

Address: Building 149, 13th Street, 5th floor, room 5246
City: Charlestown   State: MA   Zip: 02129

Contact:   Dr. Douglas Kwon, M.D. Ph.D., Instructor in Medicine
Email: dkwon@partners.org (email contact preferred)

Website: http://www.ragoninstitute.org/research_kwon.html 
Job description:

We are seeking a full-time technologist to perform mucosal immunology assays at the Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and Harvard. 
The person hired will work under the supervision of Dr. Kwon conducting patient-oriented laboratory research on the immune response to HIV occurring within tissues.  Our research is focused on understanding a unique set of individuals called “HIV controllers”- people who are able to control their HIV infection in the absence of antiretroviral therapy. Our current studies seek to characterize the immune response against HIV that occurs within mucosa tissues in the gut and genital tract. Almost all studies investigating the immune response to HIV have examined cells in the peripheral circulation, but only 1-2% of all the body’s T and B cells are located in the blood, while 70-90% of immune cells are located in the intestinal mucosa. We use intestinal tissue obtained via endoscopic biopsy from HIV controllers and individuals with chronic progressive HIV infection to compare their immune responses using a combination of microscopy and immunologic functional assays. We believe that by studying HIV directed immune responses within mucosal compartments, we will obtain insights that will better inform the development of vaccines and novel treatments for HIV.

The work involves immunologic assays, microscopy, and molecular biology. Duties include handling, processing, and sectioning tissue samples and staining sections for fluorescent microscopy and immunohistochemistry.  The responsibilities will require handling of HIV-positive specimens.  
This is a great opportunity for someone interested in pursuing a career in scientific research or medicine.  The position requires a minimum of a bachelor’s degree and 3 years of work experience in tissue based research.  Previous experience with tissue processing and immunohistologic techniques are REQUIRED. There is ample possibility to attend research seminars.  Strong self-motivation, good organizational skills, excellent attention to details, a collaborative spirit and the ability to perform as part of a team are essential. A two-year commitment is preferred.
Shift: Days, 40 hours per week
Location: Charlestown Navy Yard research facility (MGH-East)

Application information: Please submit cover letter and resume/CV

